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1. History Study [1]

1. 1 History for the Young
The first Chairperson of I[EEJ History Committee of Electrical
Engineering (HEE), Dr. OHKOSHI, Takanori, once pointed out
the fact that the excellent technical paper would begin its discussion
with the introduction of historical achievement in the field of
technology the paper dealt with. It means the importance of history
study for technology researchers and engineers, particularly for the
young. This comment stands on the fact that the technology and
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engineering is established on the historical achievement by
ancestors to be followed by the young.
1.2 History for the Future

It is quite essential to understand the suggestion and
promotion for the future in general are developed from analysis of
historical facts and achievements reviewed to promote, for instance,
the dialogue between specialists/ public and the aged/the young for
the welfare of human being, taking it into account that the history is
dialogue between the past and the present for the future according
to the British historian, E. H. Carr.
2. Maui Meeting [2]
2.1 Established in 1995

HEE was established in 1988 as a standing committee in I[EEJ
when it celebrated the 100th anniversary in order to respond to the
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Fig. 1  The first MM on December 8-9, 1995
increasing interest in the history of technology.

While on the other hand, IEEE in the US was already
conducting such activities as research, survey, awarding and
compiling history of electric technology. IEEE has theHistory
Committee in the headquarters and the History Center, both of
which are working on the history of the electric technology. The
latter is more involved in practical tasks.

When Mr. William Aspray, Director of the History Center,
came to Japan to interview Japanese innovators, HEE organized a
meeting with him to exchange information. This led to the
face-to-face meeting in December 1995 in the Maui Island, Hawaii,
with a view to promote the study on history of the electric
technology. The Maui Island was selected as the venue as it is
located in the middle of the two activity bases, and the meeting
goes by the name of MAUI meeting (MM).

The attendees of the first MM include Chair of the History
Committee and Director of the History Center from the US and ten
members of HEE/IEEJ.

At the meeting each party reported the activities and
exchanged opinions. [EEJ] members were greatly inspired and
leamed about the followings.

2.2 Whatis inspired and learned

1) Bodies of Study: In IEEE, the History Committee serves as the
governing body. Several members are selected and serve as
voluntary and their term of office is two years. The History Center
serves as the managerial body to conduct research and other
activities. It has several permanent paid researchers and is funded
by the IEEE Foundation.

2) Oral History Study: For more than ten years, I[EEE has been
conducting oral history. A large number of interviews were made
to the innovators in electric area.

3) Milestones Program: IEEE Milestones program honors
significant technical achievements in all areas associated with I[EEE.
The program started in 1983 and it s this year that “Directive
Short-Wave Antenna” of Tohoku University won the first award in
Japan and received a bronze plaque.

4) History Center Newsletter: The History Center has been
periodically published a newsletter since 1982 and distributing
copies to the public.

5) Targets of History Studies: IEEE sets four categories in study:
people, locations, technology and products.

At the end of the meeting, both parties signed on the MAUI
Statement and promised closer cooperation in the future between
[EEJ and IEEE. Based on the lessons leamed at the MAUI meeting,
IEE] launched the following activities.

1) In HEE history study is conducted by the members of the
Technical Committee and the HEE assigns four secretaries to act
managerial duties. Number of TC Meetings counts 109 so far by
March 2018 in 30 years.

2) Oral history in the HEE has been conducted by the sequential
Study Committees under the Technical Committees.

3) Awards of “One Step on Electro-Technology - Look Back to the
Future” were established since 2008 and the total number of the
awards is now 70.

4) HEE Newsletter is published three times a year. The latest one is
No. 77.

5) History studies are carried out by the Study Committees on
selected subjects, e.g. education, national institute, domestic
innovation, history data base, technology transfer (technology
interaction) and nuclear power generation, stability of power
systems, etc., to develop Technical Reports.

2.3 Vacancy for 13 Years 3]

The 2MM was held in parallel with the IEEE/PES Winter
Meeting on 5th and 6th January 2000 in Singapore to discuss
Milestone Program and the history of Technology Transfer (TT).
The 3 MM was held on 30th June and 1st July 2004, when the
History Center held a conference at Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes,
England, in memory of the centennial of Fleming Valve to discuss
the history of electronics and digital archives technology as well as
TT History (International Joint Study Programme on TT History
[4]). Even though the London Declaration, signed in 2004 by the
delegates of IEE, IEEJ and IEEE, suggested the 4th MM would
take its place in several years, the promise was not fulfilled, may be,
due to the change of focus in IEEE from meetings to Web-based
program. At this moment we should remind the importance of TI
(Technology Interaction) and mutual understand by way of
face-to-face contact of human beings.

The forth Maui Meeting, held on the 10th August 2017 in
Kawasaki  Japan after ~HISTELCON  (HISTory of
Electrotechnology CONference) 2017 in Kobe, discussed further
development of the Maui Meeting including the extension of its
participants in Asia.

3. A Quarter Century of ICEE Activities
3.1 First 16 Years

ICEE 2010 held the Special Session on 12th July 2010, in
Busan, Korea under the title of "16 Years of ICEE." Mr. JEON, J.
P., (KIEE) presided the session with key note speaker, Dr.
ARAKAWA, Fumio, (IEEJ) and 4 panelists from each institute

supporting ICEE.
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Fig. 2. The third MM on June 30-July 01, 2004

3.2 Following 9 Years

Prof. LEE, Seung-Jae, (KIEE) introduced the constructive and
suggestive discussion in the Representative ~ Meeting in ICEE
2009 in Shenyang, organizing WG for ICEE to be independent and
globally competitive institute. The WG promoted to organize
editorial board for issuing International Journal of Electrical
Engineering (IEEJ) quarterly from Jan. 2011.

4. Epoch to be created
4.1 Dynamic changes in the Global Society
4.2 Key Word for the Future Perspective [4]

The idea and measures to face with the dynamic changes will
be developed by learning the history as stated above either from
success or failure. There will be three Key Words in learning the
history for the future perspective. In order to make the learning
reasonable and meaningful “reservoir of facts” shall consolidate the
base of history study in the first place, so far as the history study to
be “science.” Secondly “deep analyses” on those facts must be
conducted to make learnings applicable to the real and complicated
circumstances. Lastly but not the least “respect for pioneers” must
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be paid in the history study, as the history is composed of long and
demanding efforts of our ancestors.
4.3 Proposal for ICEE History Committee

As is inspired and learmned at the Maui Meeting, three Key
Words above will not be implemented successfully without
establishment of bodies to carry out the demanding activities. Since
we have ICEE as the back-up body well established for history
study, following action will be taken to organize the standing
committee on history study for the development of the future
perspective for ICEE to keep it in the sight into the 21st Century.
5. Bright Future of ICEE in the 21st Century

Under the current dynamic and rather confused circumstances
in the global electro engineering arena, ICEE faces, in a sense
difficult but quite effective, opportunity to challenge in making
ICEE much more unique, exciting and productive working forum
for electro researchers and engineers, particularly for the young, to
contribute for establishing not only safe and secured welfare
community but also sound and practical social status of electro
researchers and engineers. If the challenge would be successful on
the base of history study in providing the global society with such
community, it will also open the bright future of ICEE in the 21st
Century.
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Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge

AIYZFUREEE (Smithsonian Meteorological Project)
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