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Congratulations, Eiju.
Bernard Finn

I am delighted to learn of your award from the IEEJ. It is
a fitting recognition of the way you have merged your
historical interest with your engineering training, and how
you have applied these on the international stage.

I recall well the time when I visited you at Yokogawa and
you enthusiastically showed me the instrument collection
and described your plans for a company museum. It was
imaginative and ambitious, and even if realization fell victim
to other forces the experience turned out to be a firm basis for
your post-engineering career. Indeed, this might provide
encouragement for members of the IEEJ History Committee
to consider how they could pursue similar interests in their
retirement years.

I have much appreciated the ways you have helped me in
making numerous contacts in Japan. They had a significant
impact in broadening my own perspective. And 1 am
naturally pleased that your time spent with me in Washington
led to the actions you subsequently took to bring knowledge
of the Smithsonian to the Japanese public.

Finally, as a long-time member of the IEEE History
Committee [ appreciate your role in helping to connect it and
the IEEJ committee in common interests.
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The award is indeed well deserved.

Best wishes.

Barney

seskeoskeoskosk

Further remarks.

I have known Eiju for some 25 years, starting when he
was overseeing the historical collections at Yokogawa. He
spent several months with me as a visiting fellow at the
Smithsonian, and we have had numerous contacts since then.

Many of these contacts have due to his involvement in the
IEE] History Committee and mine with a similar committee
of the IEEE. I was especially pleased when, as a member of
the IEEE committee he was responsible for the nomination
of numerous milestones in Japan. The milestone program has
long been a favorite of mine because it encourages practicing
engineers to help document the history of their profession.
I’'m sorry I wasn’t a member of the group in 2012 when he
helped organize a "technical tour" of IEEE milestone sites in
Japan.

More surprising was the interest Eiju took in the
Smithsonian. Of particular value to me, he persuaded
Yokogawa to sponsor a second printing of a catalog of my
exhibit “Edison: Lighting a Revolution.” But his interest was

much broader. He published accounts of his experiences in
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Washington and translated books by Smithsonian authors,
including a biography of James Smithson. This last effort
stimulated him to expend some of his frequent-flier miles to
trace the footsteps of Smithson from Paris and London and
Oxford to Edinburgh and an island off the coast of Scotland.
Smithson left his fortune to the United States, a country he
had never seen, for an institution that would promote the
“increase and diffusion of knowledge.” And he never saw
Japan. Hopefully Eiju’s accounts of Smithson’s travels, and
of the reach of his legacy, will inspire others to contemplate
how important it is that scientific and cultural practices be
spread

internationally and how they contribute to

understanding we have for one another.
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