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Ladies and Gentlemen !

It is universally admitted that the mother tongue is the easiest to speak. I have no doubt about
that, and it is only in the Japanese language that I can fully express what I wish to say. But if I
were to speak in Japanese, I am afraid that nobody in the assembly will understand me. (No € =
45— B % B {) As a natural consequence I am compelled to play the réle of an interpreter my-
self, in the language of the country, where I have stayed only a few weeks in my life. You will
therefore excuse me that I can express only the moitié of what 1 could have spoken in the mother

tongue.

While T was in Japan, the Japanese electrotechnical committee received an invitation from the
secrétaire administrativ du Comité belge Monsieur Mettewie to the “reception cordiale” in Brussels. We
could not hit upon the meaning of the word ‘‘reception cordiale”, but we were assured that if
anybody will go to the meeting, the meaning of the words will require no explanation,. It devolved
upon me to appear as delegate. I now sec the ‘“reception cordiale” in the literal sense of the word
marvellously realized in the conferences and in the excursions to Licge, Charlerois, and Antwerp.
I wish to express my most tnc»,ogm thanks to Monsicur J¢ President Eric Gerard et le Comité
belge for the cordiality and hospitality, for which all the members will be in accord. As Dr. Ken-
nelly well remarks, we must respect the old proverb “aunion makes strength”, and it is I believe this

spirit of acting in concert, that underlies the organisation of the international electrotechnical com-
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mission.
In the discussion on nomenclature, 1 have not spoken a word, but when the resolution is acu
ally carried into cffect, electricians wiil be surprised at a host of new vocabularies, which have no

resemblance with those in common use. In order to keep uniformity thronghont the world, it would
at first sight seem advisable to adopt those alrcasdy established in electrical engineering, but for the
diffusion of clectrotechnical knowledge among those who are not versed in the science of electricity,
it is found more convenient to translate most of the terms into Japanese. Althongh China is not
represented in the commission, [ thinlk that it will be added to the list in the ucar future, and the
vocabularies will he of similar chavacter. (No ¢ B FE B HF T)

Electricians in Japan had to confront several difficulties in former days; if they wanted to har-—

ness a water fall for clectric light, people were apt to ask how can you strike fire ont of water. At

s

present the mystery of striking firc out of water has disappeared, and in plaves where water power
is abundant, even the poor farmers are enjoyving clectric light in their thatched cottages. In spite of

::.nmz.ﬁo:.&c::ﬂimmr,mom:c:nw:cmi:ﬁ.cFl,._._..\,mm:,f/:p:x:_:c::gomecmm_épmmm:#::_:m:E?Zﬁ
resistance is howcever not ohmic—nobody seems to have given the law---there is always an imped-
ance, a reactance, a rcluctance, or some other words which the electricians are familiar to use, and
which may likewise 1o applied to huran will. Tt is a great pity that we have not got rheostats to
regulate the human will. (%€ B 2 2) ,

It s an old saying that Rome was not built in a day; the same remark will apply to electrical

engineering in Japan. Our clectrical installations and works can not yet be brought to the same level
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with those which we have seen these three days, but in course of a few decennia, we shall” not be
far from approaching the same cond,tion as they are now in FEurope or America. The shortest route
requires 15 days to reach Japan; it would be merely loss of time if we have to opea the meeting of
the commission in that country. But if the mzthod of aviation is so far advanced that you can come
say in three or four dayvs, we shall be glad to see you in the land of the rising sun, where the
country is not yet blackened ((1 H 38 0 B35 F X # » 7 8 () though full of coal fields, nor cov-
cred with fog and smok.. Tor this nothing is wore important than the health of the members of
the committee, and 1 therefore propose to drink to the health of mesdames et messieurs of the
international commission with the wellknown Japanese cheers “Bansat,” which literally means ten
thousand years,

Bausai ¥ Bansal !

Janbansai ! (4 F 18 %)
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